Sour Lights 


"Then he showed four lights when he wished 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake." 
From “First Voyage ‘Round the World by Magellan.” 
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IMPRESSIONS OF MY WESTERN TRIP 


An eagerly-looked-forward-to trip to the West Coast be- 
gan when I left Philadelphia Friday night, September 10 after 
three days there meeting with the National Executive Com- 
mittee following my return from Europe and the International 
Executive Meeting at Geneva. 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Fargo, Seattle, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Denver, North Newton, Des 
Moines, Milwaukee—to name the major cities—back to 
Chicago, then on to Ithaca to report to the fall meeting of 
the National Board, November 19-21. 

Wide open spaces and distances between cities (par- 
ticularly in California); wonderful hospitality, eagerness to 
know about the National and International staff and work, 
the Washington scene; and a full schedule (93 speeches in 
35 cities in 11 states, speaking to approximately 12,750 per- 
sons, plus nine radio programs and twelve press conferences 
in 65 days). These included many church organizations and 
services, WIL groups, college chapels and classes, W. C. T. U. 
national and state conventions, A. A. U. W., League of Women 
Voters, Kiwanis, Lions, Commonwealth Club of San Fran- 
cisco, Commons Club of Berkeley, besides the personal and 
more intimate opportunity to talk in small groups in the homes 
of WIL members and friends. I appreciated so very much 
the many gracious things done for me. The Branches seem 
nearer and more personal and I shall think of you individually 
many times when I am “on the Hill”! 

I found the attitudes of the people varied from indiffer- 
ence, confusion, and disillusionment to an acceptance of the 
subtle regimentation being developed and a {fatalistic fear 
of a Third World War. There were also everywhere those 
deeply concerned over the present international tensions, par- 
ticularly American-Soviet relations. There was an under- 
current of dissatisfaction with the trend toward war and an 
eagerness to get information about our European sections and 
members, their reaction to American foreign policy, the effect 
of the increasing militarization of America, how to improve 
American-Soviet relations, etc. The question periods showed 
keen interest and the need for far more adequate information 
to offset the misinformation and propaganda which our daily 
mass media provide. There was a genuine response to our 
WIL program of constructive alternatives and our emphasis 
on strengthening our democracy at home, protection of civil 
rights, reciprocal trade agreements, opposition to the rearm- 


BY ANNALEE STEWART 


ing of Europe, China, and Latin America, and support of the 
United Nations proposal for World Disarmament. 

As would be expected, our Branches varied in strength. 
There is a great foes ov train more young people so that our 
Branches may feel the revitalization that youth brings with 
fresh viewpoints and courage to try new atin ian 
the college groups keenly interested. There is need for more 
emphasis on building up our Branches. I found on this trip 
most of our WIL m rs work actively in other organiza- 
tions such as churches, P. T. A., A. A. U. W., League of 
Women Voters, etc. I am glad that they do, for an under- 
standing of our program is needed in these groups. But we 
must continually remind ourselves that unless we keep the 
Branch active and growing we cannot supply the necessary 
facts to do the job of education that is needed and increase 
the legislative program of intelligent political action. This 
means a constant effort to interest new members. My trip 
has shown me that there are hundreds and even thousands of 
women who feel as we do but who have never heard of the 
WIL or understood how it works, especially its international 
character. This is certainly the time when every woman 
should want to put her efforts into the most positive program 
for Peace. So each Branch should make a special effort to 
reach and enlist these women. 

In nearly every country women today constitute a 
majority of the adult population. If women were to use their 
influence and their vote on any issue unitedly, they could 
change the direction of their nation’s policies. 

J. B. Priestly commented in the New York Post, “We 
are suffering, I believe, from too great a domination of the 
masculine principle, with its ruthless creative fervor, as against 
the more deep-rooted and saner feminine principle which 
puts people first and everything else a bad second. And if 
the women of every major country took over the politics and 
economics for the next 50 years, I, for one, would be delighted. 
In a world still badly housed, fed, and clothed, you would not 
catch the housewives spending five minutes or five dollars 
making atom bombs.” 

During the coming weeks and months women are going 
to have the opportunity to prove whether they are willing to 
spend billions of dollars on atom bombs and other weapons 
of mass destruction. This past year we in America were 

(Continued on page four) 


| 
| | | 
| 
va ano KS 
P 
| 


REPORT FROM ITHACA 
BY MILDRED S. OLMSTED 


We are now firmly established in Jane Addams House 
and it is becoming a real gathering place for peace organiza- 
tions. During the political conventions it was the peace head- 

rs; it is the usual meeting place for the National Con- 
sultative Peace Council; in the last few months it has become 
the headquarters for the very active national Central Com- 
mittee for Conscientious Objectors. Our staff is becoming 
more efficient and several old members are back. For the 
first time since Grace Rhoads departed for the Luxemburg 
Congress I am having satisfactory team work in the admini- 
strative end. Lee Chambers, who was for several years my 
secretary in the national organization work, is now coming 
in regularly three days a week and carrying the major respon- 
sibility for such special activities as speaking trips for our 
national or international leaders. Hanna Barshak, who was 
for five years on the Pennsylvania staff as bookkeeper and 
‘assistant in the finance work, is now here temporarily as my 
secretary. Eva Wiegelmesser, who was for four years in the 
Washington Office in charge of books, membership files, and 
refugee work, is coming into Jane Addams House as general 
gecretary for the United Peace Chest. Florence Boeckel, who 
*...-.---was. known to many of you for years as writer, speaker, and 
educational worker for Frederick Libby in the National Coun- 

cil for the Prevention of War, is now doing some special work 
for our Political Action Committee. Katharine Marshall 
| whom we have all so enjoyed as our Legislative Secretary is 


retiring temporarily the first of the year because she is having 
a baby and Annalee Stewart as president will go to Washington 
to handle all our legislative programs. Patricia Mallery, who 
was my very good assisiant in the Women’s Committee to 
Oppose Conscription, is now secretary of the WIL Literature 
Department. ... 


There are certain things which we obviously should have 
and others which are less obvious but just as necessary. For 
example: we must free ourselves from debt; we must increase 
our membership at least up to the 15,000 which we had be- 
fore the war; we must have more and better publicity work 
so as to prevent the perpetual misinterpretations of us and 
our methods; we must have some project on which all our 
members can work together with enthusiasm; we must make 
it possible for our committees to be more effective; we must 
see that young people in college and labor groups know about 
us, with the most interested and best-equipped given scholar- 
ships or grants to enable them to spend a year working with 
us as “internes”; we must have some well-equipped member 
who will specialize in contacts with other women’s organiza- 
tions so as to counteract the poisonous influence which the 
War Department is steadily and skillfully exerting upon them. 


The WIL, as it is, is dreadfully needed on the interna- 
tional, national, and the local level. A bigger and stronger 
WIL is even more needed. 


The world needs to develop new techniques as well as 
objectives. The WIL began as a pioneer and it is still 
pioneering. We are part of the long, long struggle of man- 
kind to control its own destiny. Neither people in fascist. 
nor in communist, nor in democratic countries seem to have 
learned how to control their governmenis. Just when literacy 
and methods of communication had developed to the point 
where it seemed a possibility, governments stepped in and 
took over control of education and information on which 
alone judgments can be made! 


Our own government is preparing like others, to make 
the absurd demand that it shall dictate to every man, woman. 
and child what service he shall give, what work he may or may 
not do, where he may live or work or think, to take over con- 
trol of industry and labor and education. Only men and 
women of courage and character and intelligence can break 
this criminal plan of the militarists and see that it comes to 


| naught, Others will be too docile or too ill-informed to 


to act, unless we show them how. We must insist that gov- 
ernments, our own among the most powerful and therefore 


realize what is happening to them or they will feel helpless 
{ 
| most fitted to take the lead, turn themselves to making peace. 


LIVING TRIBUTE TO LIFE AND Sf 
In September 1949 the Jane Addams Junior High School in § 


Relations of the Seattle schools has this to say about the naming of it, 


reasons:—first, because we felt that the names of women who have 


have been largely overlooked in being honored by having institutions 


name of a person whose accomplishments could be used to inspir 


thing that would make them strive to achieve greater goals in life 


concrete evidence of the value of service to the improvement of civiliz 


of making such contributions as are men.” 


The Seattle Branch of the WIL has already appointed a Comn 
with Mrs. Carrie Lane Charles, Chairman of our National Educatior 
ideals into practical school teaching. With the active cooperation of MV 


hope to present copies of all of Jane Addams’ writings, and other 
library. 


Do not underestimaie the importance of the WIL. One 
does not select the largest knife but the sharpest and keenest 
to cut a difficult knot. In the middle ages there was no na- 
tionalism, only fealty and loyalty to a personal leader. Wars 
were dynastic. Nationality was unimportant. It evolved 
slowly and only after the invention of gun powder. Now the 
age of nationalism is passing even though the people who live 
and act in it may not realize it. We in our generation have 
been evolving into the age of internationalism through the 
invention of wireless and airplanes. With the coming of 
atomic bombs we must hurry it up. 


You may say what can a little band of internationally 
minded women do in such a world? My answer is that all 
history is filled with demonstrations of how, when there was 
widespread dissatisfaction with the results of old methods, 
one model school, one better hospital, one educator, one nurse, 
one doctor, one religious leader, one writer, one small group 
of political thinkers, showed the way to a better life. What 
we in the WIL work out as better methods of reconciling 
differences of opinion, of approaching international and in- 
terracial problems, of new ways of holding ourselves together, 
of affecting legislation and diplomacy and thinking, of bring- 
ing “just people” not only to open their eyes and think but 
also to act together, may spread further than you know! We 
do not work alone. We are pioneers in internationalism and 
peace in a period of history when the world is hungering and 
crying for peace. 

Editor’s Note:—The above material consists of excerpts from the 


vigorous report of our administrative secretary to the National Board 
Meeting at Ithaca, November 19-21. 


Copies of the resolutions passed at the National Board 
Meeting at Ithaca, November 19-21, have been sent to branch 
leaders. Others may obtain copies, if desired, by writing to 


2006 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 3. 
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AND SPIRIT OF JANE ADDAMS 


chool in Seattle, Oregon will be completed. The Director of Public 
ning of it, “The name of Jane Addams was chosen for two significant 
who have made major contributions to the progress of civilization 
istitutions named after them; and, second, because we desired the 
| to inspire the youngsters who attend this school. We wanted some- 
Is in life than mere material gain, to have before them always the 
t of civilization and to emphasize the fact that women are as capable 


d a Committee under the chairmanship of Mrs. Mabel Shea to wor) 
Education Committee, on plans for the weaving of Jane Addams’ 
ation of Mr. Don Keesler, who is to be principal of the school, they 
and other materials concerning her life and work to the school 


On the Death of a Fighter for Peace 
(In Memory of Carl von Ossietsky) 
BY BERTOLT BRECHT 
He who did not surrender 
Has been slain 
He who was slain 
Did not surrender. 
The mouth that warned us 
Is stuffed with earth 
The bloody adventure 
Begins 
Over the grave of the friend of peace 
Tramp the battalions. 
Was the struggle in vain, then? 
When he is slain who did not fight alone, 
The enemy 
Has not yet triumphed. 
Translated from the German by Babette Deutsch. - 

Eprror’s Note:—In 1936, in a memorable award which had 
tremendous political repercussions, the Nobel Peace Prize was be- 
stowed on a prisoner of the Nazis, the German fighter for peace and 
freedom, editor of Die Weltbiihne, Carl von Ossietsky, held since 1933 
in a concentration camp. The Nazi government bitterly fought the 
award. A little over a year later, von Ossietsky died of tuberculosis 
contracted in camp. 

The poem by the famous German revolutionary poet and anti- 
ag Bertolt Brecht, appeared in 1939 while he was living in exile 
in De 

For the vigorous translation, FOUR LIGHTS is indebted to 
Babette Deutsch of New York, poet, novelist, critic, author of the 
recent volumes Take Them, Stranger (verse) and The Reader’s Shake- 
speare (criticism). 


FOUR LIGHTS—Owned and published by Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom: Nat'l Literature Dept., 2006 Walnut St., Phila. 3, 
Pa. Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office, 
Phila., Pa., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Pub. monthly except Aug. 
and Sept. Subscription 50c - Single, 5c. Nat'l Legis. Office, 1734 F. St. 
N. W., Wash., D. C. ‘ 
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THE JANE ADDAMS BRANCH 


At the last Board meeting of our U. S. Section the JANE 
ADDAMS BRANCH was accepted as the permanent responsi- 
bility of the Section and its national offices. This enables the 
Branch president to go forward with recruiting plans for 


which good ground was laid by hundreds of promising names — 


of prospects sent in to Philadelphia last summer. Additional 
names will, of course, be continually welcome. This Branch 
is to serve hitherto non-branch members in all except or- 
ganized League states. This president.has already sent many 
names—especially of personal friends—to State Branches. 
Please, State Branch leaders, don’t let them get lost! Also 
several prospects who accepted membership were at once 
turned over to local branches where they should be discovered 
as valuable assets. 

The Jane Addams Branch, taking over automatically the 
League membership to which it is now entitled, numbers about 
400. Its president secured about three dozen members from 
among her own friends and feels she has proved that a per- 
sonal list is more effective than any other. A number of 
these recruits became International Associate members also. 
She and her sister invited friends to their home in August 
to try to reorganize the Cleveland Branch (of which she was 
secretary years ago!) and as a consequence fifteen to twenty 
Jane Addams Branch members in that area only wait for a 
leader to become the Cleveland Branch. New local branches 
should indeed frequently spring up around a nucleus of Jane 
Addams members who accumulate in a given area. It will 
always rejoice to lose its own members for such a National 
gain! 


A main reason for the zest that drove a busy professor 
(with other heavy commitments) to propose and assume this 
responsibility lay in the fact that she had greatly appreciated 
participation in two city branches when the Branch letters 
sent from National headquarters proved of great value and 
when directions for action, most often legislative, from Wash- 
ington seemed indispensable. Later she pastored rural 
churches (in Wisconsin and Montana) and found splendid 
women, world-minded and capable, but almost isolated. Cer- 


tainly thousands like these can help our Cause tremendously, 


with the help of our excellent Branch letters from Philadelphia 
and our legislative notices from Washington—in addition, of 
course, to FOUR LIGHTS. This Branch plans to meet these 
needs insofar as its resources allow .Fifty cents from each 
member’s annual dues will remain with the branch and, among 
other services, will probably make possible the sending of 
about three letters a year to include the highlights of Branch 
letters from the Section. Also we expect that occasional cards 
directing action will be received by all members from Wash- 
ington. FOUR LIGHTS will also give us space from time 
to time. Personal correspondence will be a feature. 


With all the talent and resources of mind, spirit, and 
circumstances spread by our members all over the land we 
ought to see new visions and dream new dreams. All sugges- 
tions and ideas will be welcomed—from everybody and es- 
pecially from our Branch members. 


It is a joy to announce that Miss Mary Renwick, newly 
on our National staff, will undertake special responsibilities 
for the Branch and-has already made a fine and enthusiastic 
beginning there. And now, Jane Addams Branch members, 
watch for that first Branch letter! 


Haze E. Foster, President, 
665 Ella St., S. W. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


January Board Meeting 
Make plans now to attend the National Board Meeting 


in Delaware, Ohio, January 28-30. Provisions have been | 


made for meetings of National Committees there on January 
27. Mrs. Maud T. Sarvis, chairman of the Delaware Branch 
will be glad to arrange overnight hospitality. Her address 
is 81 Park Ave., Delaware, Ohio. 
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New Year Greetings 


The New Year 1949 lies ahead with a special challenge 
for the members of the Women’s International League. The 
world is in a state of revolution of ideas, and oppressed 
people are rising to shake off the shackles that bind them. 


The WILPF’s Educational and Legislative program offers 
every woman an opportunity to use her head, heart, voice, 
and pen to help “study, make known and abolish” the causes 
of war. May your efforts this New Year help bring the 
Peace and Freedom for which the whole world prays! 

ANNALEE STEWART 


TOWARDS PEACE IN PALESTINE 


‘Cultural Relations between Jews and Arabs in the Middle 
Agen. By Ilse Lichtenstadter. With a Foreword by Arthur 
Upham Pope, and an Appendix, A Plea tor Keconciliation anu 
Lasting Peace in Palestine. The Asia Institute, New York, 
1948. 12 pp. 


This scholarly little pamplilet, by a Professor of Arabic 
and Islamic Culture, is absorbing reading for those of us 
who are interested in a just and permanent solution to the 
conflicts in Palestine between Jews and Arabs. The Foreword 
by Arthur Upham Pope states that “the easy assumption that 
these conflicts are inevitable and historically predetermined 
is not borne out by the facts, and an objective survey of these 
historical elements rebukes a too-ready pessimism.” Pope 
introduces Ilse Lichtenstadter, “with her historical compet- 
ence, her linguistic equipment and her intense but justly 
balanced sympthies,” who surveys the actual process of cul- 
tural interchange from before the Prophet Muhammad to the 
founding of the Hebrew University—that dream of the great 
reconciler, Judah P. Magnes, realized in his lifetime—estab- 
lished expressly to serve as a rallying point for both the 
Jewish and the Arabic Renaissance. She ends with the words: 
“Judaism and Islam were able to live and work side by side 
in centuries gone by, and the whole of mankind has profited 
by this cooperation. Jews and Arabs will, in God’s own time. 
again work together for the benefit and progress of humanity.” 


The appendix contains “A Plea for Reconciliation and 
Lasting Peace in Palestine,” signed by professional historians, 
“friends of both Jews and Arabs”’—among them is Emily G. 
Balch. Seven of the signers are Jews; many of the others 
are non-Jewish Americans primarily interested in Islamic 
culture. This statement originally appeared in the United 
Nations World for September, 1948. It maintains that con- 
ciliation and renewed cooperation is as possible as it is neces- 
sary. It urges that for the new economic and technical epoch 
in.which Arabs and Jews once more find themselves side by 
side, they would both “gain incalculably by collaborating in 
the tremendous task of building up the Near and Middle 
East. ... If the trained skills of the Jewish community could 
be fully utilized in developing the latent resources in the hands 
of the vast Arab masses, both peoples would gain immensely. 
Nothing can hurt the Jews as much, in the long run, as a 
restriction of their creative potentialities to the supposed in- 
terests of their own peoples, excluding others. Nothing can 
hurt the Arabs, in the long run, more than failure to utilize 
the energies of Jewish and Christian communities in their 
midst. ...A prolonged conflict between Jews and Arabs can 
be disastrous of both, as well as to world peace. The in- 
transigence which violently affirms that no claims shall be 
surrendered or even modified is a familiar phase of history. 
always leading to the same end—defeat for one party, and 
costly compromise and permanent damage to both.” 


MeErcepes M. RanDALL. 


Literature Corner 


Brief suggestions for enlightened reading during the new 
year .. . each of which should help you in some small way 
to meet the challenges of this generation. 


A Turn of Lighter, by Bonnie day. $2.00. 
A delightful and touching collection of poems by a mem- 
ber of the WIL. Here is a sample: 
MINORITY REPORT 

So loud the clamor, and my voice so small, . 

I doubt if any heard my words at all, 

Yet had I stayed, not daring to protest, 

Rocks would have cried reproach: 

“You acquiesced!” 


Let’s Do Business With Russia—Why We Should And How 
We Can, by Stella K. Margold. $3.50. 

This is a book that has been needed for a long time. 
it has been endorsed by many of our leading citizens as a 
book of value to a better understanding and to the fostering 
of trade with the Soviet Union in order to bring about more 
lasting peace. The author, formerly Business*Expert, Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, U. S. Dept. of Commerce, 
brings to us a practical, well-documented account of the im- 
portance of the Russian market to the United States, to the 
world, and, most important, to international understanding 
and reconciliation. 


Meeting House and Counting House: The Quaker Merchants 
of Colonial Philadelphia, by Frederick B. Tolles. $5.00. 

A scholarly and thoroughly interesting study of the early 
Philadelphia Quakers presented with freshness, intellect, and 
charm. Frederick Tolles, Assistant Professor of History at 
Swarthmore College and Librarian of the Friends Historical 
Society there, is well-known to many of us. His occasionally 
interjected wit and literary mastery make this book a must. 
(Frederick Tolles not so incidentally is the husband of the 
editor of Four Lights.) , 


Miscellany 

In preparation at the moment is a small sticker to be 
used on any bills or income tax returns—by those concerned 
persons who wish to protest the payment of that part of their 
federal tax which is used for military purposes. If you would 
like a sample before ordering, please let us know. The price 
will be about $1.00 per 100 stickers. 


Western 
(Continuea from page one) 

spending 25 million dollars per day on defense, while the 
budget of the United Nations to which all the nations partici- 
pating contributed was 27 million dollars per year. This next 
year with 14 billion dollars plus, out of our 42 billion dollar 
federal budget for 1948-49, going for defense, we will be 
spending nearly 40 million dollars per day. Does this propor- 
tion of spending on preparation for war and support of the 
United Nations look as though we were willing to sacrifice 
as much for peace as we do for war? 

We who have had the privilege of working with Jane 
Addams, ‘Emily Greene Balch, and other world-minded women 
feel that we have, in the WIL, principles that provide the 
foundations of a just and enduring peace. Our program, 
and the information which we send through our Legislative 
Office in Washington, provide the information for you to 
work intelligently in your community as you study domestic 
and world problems. We are not satisfied merely to study, 
but believe that political action should follow, for it is our 
individual responsibility in a democracy to help our President, 
Senators, Representatives, and other government officials to 
formulate their decisions on the highest possible level of think- 
ing and action. I feel sure that the women who work in- 
dividually or in our Branches will rise to the challenge of 
this hour, knowing that many of the decisions of the 8lst 
Congress may well determine the survival or annihilation of 
our civilization. 

Women, peace is our unfinished business! 


Trip 
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